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Dear Chief’s and Participants, 
  
 
I’m pleased to share with you the FNEMC’s Discussion Paper on Mining and Consent. This 
Discussion Paper contains a global and local perspective on mining and consent that evolved from the 
expert papers and webinars that we hosted last fall. 
  
I thank you again for your attendance at those webinars, and I am hopeful that you and others in your 
community, and from other nations, will be able to participate in this next phase of our project. The 
Discussion Paper has been designed to share information to date, and most importantly, ask for your 
input on how consent may operate for mining on your lands. As Indigenous nations in BC exercise 
more sovereignty, we will need new tools and new approaches that are informed by our governance 
models, and not the colonial model. Providing input into this process is an opportunity for nations in 
BC to define the exercise of self-determination – which is what is envisioned through the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and BC’s Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples Act. 
  
We encourage you to read the paper, and in particular, share your feedback in response to the ideas 
that are presented in Part F. We hope you are also able to participate in another of the 3 webinars that 
have been organized for April 12, 14 and 16, 2021 between 9 and 12 noon, where we will make brief 
presentations and seek additional feedback on the models and options proposed in this report. 
  
Once this phase is complete, we will be producing a Final Report that will incorporate Indigenous 
governance and Indigenous legal framework considerations so that the legal systems on lands in what 
is known as BC can be redesigned to work together to protect our communities and our lands. 
  
This paper was meant to be shared on March 23rd; our apologies for the brief delay. We are hopeful 
that you will still have plenty of time to share your views on this important matter. I look forward to 
seeing you at the webinars. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Dave Porter 
Chief	  Executive	  Officer 
First	  Nations	  Energy	  and	  Mining	  Council	  
	  
	  
	  


