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Thank you very much for your kind invitation to share some thoughts on "Mining and Consent" 
Allow me first to present a background introduction, in my Cree language we say "Munahikay", 
it is informative for me that we had a word for Mining, which illustrates mining has been a topic 
for us for a very long time.  Probably even longer is "Tapayimowin" Consent.  So I would like to 
go back in time for a little while to (1) the Indian Act, (2) to Treaties 6, 7 and 8.  Then to the 
current International legal framework (3) the  International Labour Organization (4) the OAS 
Declaration (5) the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and (6) Business and 
Human Rights.  I chose these as a spectrum, knowing there is case law and other International 
Laws, norms and standards that are relevant to our topic. 
 
1. It is quite interesting, I think that this important topic begins with stories of how our people 

were engaged in mining over a century ago for different reasons.  For example, Munahikak 
literally means "to dig" or in some cases "digging".  It can be used to refer to activities 
dealing with growing our foods as in gardening or in picking our herbs for traditional 
medicines.  So new purpose comes along in in the era of the British North America Act and 
the Division of Powers that led to the Indian Acts (1876). Note for example, "the Indian 
Mining Regulations". 
 
It is interesting to note that there were already "Regulations providing for the disposition of 
surrendered minerals underlying lands in Indian reserves. C.R.C. 1978, c.956.  There are 
some points that arise from these Indian Mining Regulations, the first of which is, were 
these passed under section 88 of the Indian Act? which states:  "Subject to the terms of any 
Treaty and any other Act of Parliament, all laws of general application from time to time in 
force in any province are applicable to and in respect of Indians in the province, except to 
the extent that those laws are inconsistent with this Act (or the First Nations Fiscal 
Management Act), or with any order, rule, regulation or law of a band made under those 
Acts and except to the extent that those provincial laws make provision for any matter for 
which provision is made by or under those Acts. (R.S., 1985 c. I-5 s. 88 2005 c. 9 s. 151 2012, 
c. 19, s. 678. 
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Some observations are as follows:  (a) on "Application" section 3 reads as "These 
Regulations apply with respect to surrendered mines and minerals underlying lands in a 
reserve, but do not apply with respect to surrendered mines and minerals underlying lands in 
a reserve that is situated in the Province of British Columbia."  It goes on to state in section 4 
“Every permittee and every lessee shall comply with the laws of the province in which his 
permit area or lease area is situated where such laws relate to exploration for, or 
development, production, treatment and marketing of minerals and do not conflict with 
these Regulations."  

 
The Regulations deal with "Disposition of Mineral Rights through Permits, Rental, and 
Leases.  In some a Security Deposit is required but is refundable under certain 
circumstances.  Assessment work is required, test shipments, site selection, surveys, 
Royalties, Notice of production, Penalty and Cancellation.  Other provisions include a 
general section including use of land surface, plans, information confidential, payment of 
Tax, inspection and appeals.  Throughout the Regulations there are requirements of fees to 
be paid, for example, in at least six areas but the money all goes to the Receiver General 
who is not identified in interpretation section as Division Chief, Minister and supervisor are.  
So the question is (while it may not be a lot of money because, for example, under rentals it 
is $0.25 per acre, $0.04 per month for each acre if term is extended, $0.08 per month per 
acre for a further extension) where does the money go?  Into the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund under the Indian Act?  Could the First Nation charge an access fee for use of land 
surface?  So what you say?  These  Regulations are still in effect although they were to be 
current to November 2, 2020. 

 
But back to the topic, the surprising section is stated in "6(1) Notwithstanding section 5, the 
Division Chief may, with the CONSENT of the council of the band for whose use and benefit 
lands have been set apart and subject to such terms and conditions as the council of the 
band may approve, issue a permit or lease with respect to minerals underlying such lands to 
any person upon application therefor." But "(2) Every application for a permit or lease shall 
be accompanied by the fee therefor set out in the schedule payable to the Receiver General."  
You can consent but you don't get the money?  Does it depend on how it is identified in the 
Indian Act?... 

 
2. The table may have been set in the Treaty era which is the same time as the passage of the 

Indian Act. Treaties Numbers 6, 7 and 8 (adopted in 1876, 1877 and 1899 with adhesions 
thereto respectively) all had a similar provision with regard to MINING and CONSENT. While 
slightly different placement for example in Treaties six and seven which state as follows: 

                 
"Her Majesty further agrees with Her said Indians that they, the said Indians, shall have 
right to pursue their avocations of hunting and fishing throughout the tract surrendered as 
herein before described, subject to such regulations as may from time  
to time be made by Her Government of Her Dominion of Canada, and saving and excepting 
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such tracts as may from time to time be required or taken up for settlement, MINING, 
lumbering or other purposes by Her said Government of the Dominion of Canada, or by any 
of the subjects thereof, duly authorized therefor, by the said  Government." 
 
There is a lot of dispute as to the true spirit and intent of this article as Elders’ oral 
testimony differs and may have been inaccurately interpreted by the translators. Elders’ 
oral testimony states "we never surrendered the land described but only agreed to share 
the surface to the depth of a plough share" 

 
Treaty seven would have been translated in different languages but it is written: 
                  

"And Her Majesty the Queen hereby agrees with Her said Indians, that they shall have 
the right to pursue their vocations of hunting throughout the Tract surrendered as 
heretofore described, subject to such regulations as may, from time to time, be made by 
the Government of the country, acting under the authority of Her Majesty and saving 
and excepting such Tracts as may be required or taken up from time to time for 
settlement, MINING, trading or other purposes by Her Government of Canada; or by any 
of Her Majesty's subjects duly authorized therefor by the said Government." 

 
In many stories, elders speak about making Treaty with Her Majesty Queen Victoria of Great 
Britain and Ireland and as such these are International agreements as Treaties. They were 
not made with Canada which is a successor State and thus Treaty obligations were 
transferred by British legislation to the Crown in the right of Canada without consultation 
nor consent by the Treaty partner and clearly a violation as one Treaty party cannot make 
unilateral changes.  
                   
Treaty eight was interpreted closer to the original spirit and intent and as understood by 
Indigenous Peoples, Tribes and Nations perhaps because it was later in time: 
 

"AND WHEREAS, the said Indians have been notified and informed by Her Majesty's said 
Commission that it is Her desire to open for settlement, immigration, trade, travel, 
MINING, lumbering, and such other purposes as to Her Majesty may seem meet, a tract 
of country bounded and described as hereinafter mentioned, AND TO OBTAIN THE 
CONSENT THERETO of Her Indian subjects inhabiting the said tract, and to make a 
TREATY, and arrange with them, so that there may be peace and goodwill between them 
and Her Majesty's other subjects, and that Her Indian people may know and be assured 
of what allowances they are to count up and receive from Her Majesty's bounty and 
benevolence". 

 
As some will know these "peace and friendship Treaties" have been honoured more by 
breach than respect. Indeed we had to go to the British courts in London to block the 
patriation of Canada's Constitution unless and until the Treaties were included and to be 
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recognized and affirmed, honoured and respected according to their original spirit and 
intent and as understood by Indigenous Peoples, Tribes and Nations. So now as Nation to 
Nation partnerships and sacred agreements, they are prima face evidence of our Right to 
Self-determination. Notwithstanding all of the above stated and because of wilful and 
ongoing violations of our Treaty No.6 and Adhesions thereto; with the ongoing advice and 
ceremony by our elders we entered the International arena to seek, as they stated 
"Recognition, Respect and Justice". 
 
Starting at World Conferences and Assemblies to the International Labour Organization 
(ILO), the United Nations and the Organization of American States (OAS) we (our Maskwacis 
delegations) had four instructions. One was to always protect our (kikpahktinkosowin) 
inherent rights including that of CONSENT (The right to say YES). There are four elements to 
Treaty as we are taught by our spiritual and ceremonial leaders and we look to the our 
second topic to help us advance, protect and strengthen our (ketchi oyichikaywna) Sacred 
Agreements. Worthy of note is that our teachings, beliefs systems and cultural ways call on 
us to be positive as we do this sometimes challenging work. 

 
From this local to national background introduction, one can argue it is all part of the 
international framework. The work continues to the areas covered by my colleagues on the 
panel so mine will be brief. 

 
3. The International Labour Organization (ILO) Conventions 107 and 169 is mentioned here 

because it was the only legally binding Convention(s) for Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
since 1957. Also because as a tri-partite institution comprised of Governments, Employers 
and Employees, it was a place Indigenous Peoples could participate although usually only as 
members of Labour Unions. ILO Convention 107 was drafted as very assimilationist in 
approach;  so the delegates at the second World Conference of Indigenous Peoples hosted 
by the Sami on Sapmi in Kiruna, Sweden - by resolution demanded that it be amended. So in 
concert with the two year process for amendments it became the Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples Convention, 1989 (Convention No. 169. While we only had two seats, thanks to 
Canada's Labour Congress, the Indigenous caucus and the Canadian Indigenous Working 
Group we accomplished change to 85 percent of the amendments we proposed. The basic 
principles of the Convention (169) are "respect and participation. Respect for the culture, 
spirituality, social and economic organization and identity, all constituting essential 
premises regarding the enduring nature of indigenous and tribal peoples.(iv)...Convention 
No. 169 also recognizes that indigenous and tribal peoples are fully able to speak for 
themselves and to participate in decision-making processes which affect them and that 
moreover, they have a right to take part in such processes, and that their contribution will 
be a valuable one in the country in which they live.(v)..." 
 
"The inclusion of the term "peoples" instead of "populations" was the result of lengthy 
discussions and consultations during the process leading toward adoption of the 
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Convention. It was finally agreed that the only correct term was "peoples" because this 
term recognizes the existence of organized societies with a identity of their own.(v)...It was 
also decided that it was outside the competence of the ILO to determine how the term 'self-
determination' should be interpreted in international law. It is understood, however, that 
the Convention does not impose any limitation on self-determination nor take any position 
for or against it.(vi)" This was very important for us because that was our very first principle 
in our Declaration of Treaty Rights coming from Kiruna to Geneva. 
 
"Two articles (articles 6 and 7) are central to the way the Convention should be 
applied...Article 6: 
 
Consultations on the application of the Convention have to be understood in good faith and 
in a form appropriate to the circumstances, with the aim of achieving an agreement or 
CONSENT to the measures proposed.(vii)..."No doubt one of the most important chapters of 
the Convention is that which deals with land rights, since land and its natural resources are 
in fact the principle source of livelihood, social and cultural cohesion, and spiritual welfare 
of indigenous and tribal peoples.(ix)...The Convention provides that indigenous and tribal 
peoples shall not be forced to leave the lands which they occupy.(x)...However, when 
relocation is necessary as an exceptional measure, it should take place only with their FREE 
AND INFORMED CONSENT."(xi)  
 
Several articles are all very relevant to this discussion, however, I will only reference Articles 
6.2 and 16 mentioned above and also Article 35 as it mentions "treaties". 
            
"Article 6.2 The consultations carried out in application of this Convention shall be 
undertaken, in good faith and in a form appropriate to the circumstances, with the 
objective of achieving agreement or CONSENT to the proposed measures." 
 
This in my view would include all aspects of mining. Unfortunately and sadly, in spite of 
repeated calls internationally in many resolutions adopted and specific calls from at least 
two Special Rapporteurs on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Stavenhagen and Anaya) 
Canada has not yet ratified ILO Convention 169, but what is encouraging is Indigenous 
Peoples, Tribes and Nations acting as Governments have ratified the Convention for their 
own territories and members. 

 
4. While the Organization of American States (OAS) Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples was adopted at the third Plenary session of the OAS held on June 15, 2016, it is in 
effect, however, like the ILO Convention 169, Canada has not supported nor endorsed it. 
There have been many calls for Canada to endorse it, Canada states it is still consulting with 
the Provinces, Territories and other stakeholders to determine its position. It did attend all 
the sessions, stated its position at the outset, fully participated in the debates, it is a 
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quandary as to why it will not make a commitment. Nevertheless we have been referencing 
the Declaration where it is sets a better higher standard than the UN Declaration.  

 
There are improvements as to recognition of the Indigenous Family, Indigenous Laws, 
Juridical systems, Indigenous Spirituality and with regard to Treaties. There are many 
articles which the writer would like to reference, instead we will illustrate only the Articles 
that reference Consent, and will annex (Attachment one) all the relevant Articles.  

 
"Article III. Indigenous Peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that 
right, they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their "economic", 
social, and cultural development". (Emphasis added to underscore the inclusion of 
mining.) 

 
Under "Article XIII - Right to cultural identity and integrity note subparagraph 2 which 
states: 
 

2. States shall provide redress through effective mechanisms, which may include  
             restitution, developed in conjunction with indigenous peoples with respect to their 
             cultural, intellectual, religious, and spiritual property taken without their FREE, PRIOR     
             and INFORMED CONSENT or in violation of their laws, traditions and customs." 
 

"Participation of Indigenous Peoples and contributions of indigenous legal and 
organizational systems. Article XXIII 2." states: "States shall consult and cooperate in good 
faith with the indigenous peoples concerned, through their own representative 
institutions, in order to obtain their FREE, PRIOR and INFORMED CONSENT before adopting 
and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them" 

 
"Article XXVIII. Traditional forms of property and cultural survival. Right to land,  territory, 
and resources" is particularly important from all different kinds of mining as to: 
 

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinctive   
                spiritual, cultural and material relationship with their lands, territories and resources  
                and to uphold their responsibilities to preserve them for themselves and for future 
                generations. 

2. Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they 
                 have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired," 

3. Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands,  
                 territories and resources that they possess by reason of traditional occupation or use, 
                 as well as those they have otherwise acquired. 

4. States shall give legal recognition and protection to these lands, territories and 
                 resources, such recognition shall be conducted with due respect to the customs, 
                 traditions and land tenure systems of the indigenous peoples concerned. 
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5. Indigenous peoples have the right to legal recognition of the various and particular 
                 modalities and forms of property, possession and ownership of their lands, territories  
                 and resources, in accordance with legal system of each State and the relevant  
                 International instruments. States shall establish special regimes appropriate for such 
                 recognition and for their effective demarcation or titling. 
 

Article XXVII. Labor rights. Note in particular the section on the ILO above as at times 
Indigenous peoples work in mining operation in various capacities.  
 

"1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the rights and guaranties recognized in 
national and international labor law. States shall take all special measures necessary to 
prevent, punish and remedy any discrimination against indigenous peoples and 
individuals.” 
"2. States, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, shall adopt immediate and effective 
measures to eliminate exploitative labor practices with regard to indigenous peoples in 
particular , indigenous children, women and elderly persons."... 
"3.(d). ensure that indigenous workers and their employers are informed of the rights of 
indigenous workers under national law and international and indigenous standards, and 
of the remedies and actions available to them to protect those rights. 

 
"Article XXIX. Right to development. 
 

4. States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples 
concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their     
FREE, PRIOR AND INFORMED CONSENT prior to the approval of any project affecting 
their lands or territories and other resources, particularly in connection with 
the development, utilization or exploitation of mineral, water or other resources. 
5. Indigenous peoples have the right to effective measures to mitigate 
adverse ecological, economic, social, cultural, or spiritual impacts of the implementation 
of development projects that affect their rights. Indigenous peoples who have been 
deprived of their means of subsistence and development have the right to 
restitution and where this is not possible, to fair and equitable compensation. This 
includes the right to compensation for any harm caused to them by the implementation 
of plans, programs, or projects of the State, international financial institutions, or 
private business." 

 
"Article XLI. The rights recognized in this Declaration and the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples constitute the minimum standards for the survival, dignity 
and well-being of the indigenous peoples of the Americas." 

 
Given the current discussions in Canada on proposed Implementation legislation of the UN 
Declaration, the following quote might interest you "The United States reiterates its long  
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standing belief that implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples ("UN Declaration") should remain the focus of the OAS and its member 
States" Canada's statement was "Canada reiterates its commitment ...in full partnership 
with Indigenous Peoples in Canada to move forward with the implementation of the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in accordance with Canada's 
Constitution..." 

 
5. Which gives me a Segway to the United Nations Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

which my colleagues on the Panel will cover substantially so I will only refer to a couple 
sections on the topic of Mining and Consent under the UN Declaration as part of these 
various frameworks. 

 
As was mentioned earlier, the foundational article in the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples is Article 3 on the Right to self-determination. There are four pillars: 
Self-determination, culture and spirituality, Lands, Territories and Resources and Consent. 
For this portion, very briefly the key articles, among others, are 23, 29, 32 and 37: 

 
"Article 23. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and 
strategies for exercising their right to development. In particular, indigenous peoples have 
the right to be actively involved in developing and determining health, housing and other 
"economic" and social programmes affecting them and, as far as possible, to administer 
such programmes through their own institutions."(emphasis added) 
 
With regard to mining, in particular, note Article 29: 

 
"1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and protection of the  

             environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources.  
             States shall establish and implement assistance programmes for indigenous peoples 
             for such conservation and protection, without discrimination. 

2. States shall take "effective measures" to ensure that no storage or disposal of 
             hazardous materials shall take place in the lands or territories of indigenous peoples  
             without their FREE, PRIOR AND INFORMED CONSENT. 

3. States shall also take "effective measures" to ensure, as needed, that programmes 
             for monitoring, maintaining and restoring the health of indigenous peoples, as  
             developed and implemented by the peoples affected by such materials, are duly 
             implemented." (emphasis added) 
 

In Alberta, recently there has been established by legislation an Indigenous Wisdom 
Advisory Panel that works with a Scientific Advisory Panel in advising the Minister of the 
Environment. 
              
"Article 32 (is a solution oriented approach which has not been fully utilized) 
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1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies 
for the development or use of their lands or territories and other resources. 
2. States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples 
concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their FREE 
and INFORMED CONSENT PRIOR to the approval of any project affecting their lands or 
territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development, 
utilization or "exploitation of mineral", water or other resources. 
3. States shall provide "effective mechanisms" for just and fair redress for any such 
activities, and "appropriate measures" shall be taken to mitigate adverse 
environmental, economic, social, cultural or spiritual impact." (emphasis added) 
 

The historical introduction at the outset will also now serve as a concluding remark to 
return to the original reason we went to the United Nations seeking as the elders and 
spiritual leaders desired which was "recognition, respect and justice". Treaties were 
mentioned to illustrate the long term focus of our ancestors by ensuring CONSENT was a 
fundamental element of Treaty making and is as important today as it then was. So let me 
highlight a one part solution from Article 37 (which also is in the OAS Declaration discussed 
above which is now the higher standard) and the Preambular paragraphs which state in 
part: 
             "The rights affirmed in Treaties...are, in some situations, matters of international  
              concern, interest, responsibility and character,... 
              Treaties...and the relationship they represent, are the basis for a strengthened 
              partnership between indigenous peoples and States. 
 
The Article states in "1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the recognition, observance 
and "enforcement" of Treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements..." I 
would underscore that emphasis added is the key to peaceful co-existence . 

 
As was mentioned earlier, the foundational article in the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples is Article 3 on the Right to self-determination. There are four pillars: 
Self-determination, culture and spirituality, Lands, Territories and Resources and Consent. 
For this portion, very briefly the key articles, among others, are 23, 29, 32 and 37: 

 
"Article 23. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and 
strategies for exercising their right to development. In particular, indigenous peoples 
have the right to be actively involved in developing and determining health, housing and 
other "economic" and social programmes affecting them and, as far as possible, to 
administer such programmes through their own institutions."(emphasis added) 
 
With regard to mining, in particular, note Article 29: 
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"1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and protection of the  
environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources.  
States shall establish and implement assistance programmes for indigenous peoples 
for such conservation and protection, without discrimination 
2. States shall take "effective measures" to ensure that no storage or disposal of 
hazardous materials shall take place in the lands or territories of indigenous 
peoples without their FREE, PRIOR AND INFORMED CONSENT. 
3. States shall also take "effective measures" to ensure, as needed, that programme for 
monitoring, maintaining and restoring the health of indigenous peoples, as  
developed and implemented by the peoples affected by such materials, are duly 
implemented." (emphasis added) 
 
 

In Alberta, recently there has been established by legislation an Indigenous Wisdom 
Advisory Panel that works with a Scientific Advisory Panel in advising the Minister of the 
Environment. 
       
"Article 32 (is a solution oriented approach which has not been fully utilized) 

 
             1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies 
              for the development or use of their lands or territories and other resources. 
 
             2. States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples 
              concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their FREE 
              and INFORMED CONSENT PRIOR to the approval of any project affecting their lands 
              or territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development, 
              utilization or "exploitation of mineral", water or other resources. 
 

3. States shall provide "effective mechanisms" for just and fair redress for any such 
activities, and "appropriate measures" shall be taken to mitigate adverse 
environmental, economic, social, cultural or spiritual impact." (emphasis added) 
 

The historical introduction at the outset will also now serve as a concluding remark to 
return to the original reason we went to the United Nations seeking as the elders and 
spiritual leaders desired which was "recognition, respect and justice". Treaties were 
mentioned to illustrate the long term focus of our ancestors by ensuring CONSENT was a 
fundamental element of Treaty making and is as important today as it then was. So let me 
highlight a one part solution from Article 37 (which also is in the OAS Declaration discussed 
above which is now the higher standard) and the Preambular paragraphs which state in 
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part: 
             "The rights affirmed in Treaties...are, in some situations, matters of international  
               concern, interest, responsibility and character,... 
              Treaties...and the relationship they represent, are the basis for a strengthened 
               partnership between indigenous peoples and States. 
 
The Article states in "1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the recognition, observance 
and "enforcement" of Treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements..." I 
would underscore that emphasis added is the key to peaceful co-existence . 
 

6. As we look to the future, one of the new international fora which will likely become more 
relevant to Mining and Consent as part of the International framework is the UN Forum on 
Business and Human Rights. You will recall Professor Ruggie developed a set of principles 
and guidelines on Business and Human Rights, however, Indigenous Peoples were only 
mentioned twice, once as a footnote.  So we analyzed them with an Indigenous lens, now 
they are being discussed as a possible Convention and a Decade.  It is not a coincidence that 
they held a virtual session last week.  
              
The Indigenous Peoples' caucus that attended presented a joint statement including five 
recommendations for the closing session three of which are as follows: 
 
"Our recommendations are: 
 
1. We strongly recommend that all the States ratify the ILO Convention 169, implement 

the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and that States 
demonstrate political support and commitment to promote the effective 
implementation of the Guiding Principles and to follow up compliance related to 
companies and their policies in Indigenous territories... 

2. To create a UN monitoring and reporting mechanism on Business and Human Rights for 
Indigenous Peoples, where our grievances could be reported, corrected and redressed. 
Violations of the Indigenous Peoples rights by "mining companies" have become 
systematic worldwide and the need for international oversight is urgent... 

5.  To respect our right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) and to include our full 
and effective participation to constructively engage in processes that may affect our 
identities, lives, livelihoods and cultures, especially those related to our lands, as per the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Specially ensuring the inclusion of 
Indigenous Women and Youth during FPIC processes." 

 
Finally and in conclusion, you see that for over 140 years to last week (November 18th) that 
Mining and other issues have been a concern for Indigenous Peoples. For over 140 years our 
right to Consent has been in our Treaties but has not been honoured and respected, indeed 
they have been breached by domestic legislation to a point an international oversight 
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mechanism is being called for again. Yet, I believe the solution is in the international 
framework: the full implementation of our inherent rights and Treaties, the full implementation 
of the UN and OAS Declarations, the ratification of the ILO Convention 169 among others, our 
right to direct and meaningful participation and decision making at all international fora on 
matters that affect us as human beings with equal rights. But I also believe in success: it is our 
responsibility to keep working harder than we can, to build on the strengths of our people, lift 
each other up and most of all to work together!!!!   
 
Hai-Hai, Gracias, Merci and Thank You. 

 
 

 


